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Research data management in Germany

1998/2013 German Research Foundation (DFG)
Safeguarding Good Scientific Practice

2009 German Research Foundation
Recommendations for Secure Storage and Availability of Digital 
Primary Research Data

2010 Alliance of German Science Organisations
Principles for the Handling of Research Data

2014 German Rectors’ Conference (HRK)
Management of research data - a key strategic
challenge for university management

2015 German Research Foundation
DFG Guidelines on the Handling of Research Data

http://dfg.de/download/pdf/dfg_im_profil/reden_stellungnahmen/download/empfehlung_wiss_praxis_1310.pdf
http://dfg.de/download/pdf/foerderung/programme/lis/ua_inf_empfehlungen_200901_en.pdf
http://www.allianzinitiative.de/fileadmin/user_upload/redakteur/Principles_Research_Data_2010.pdf
https://www.hrk.de/uploads/tx_szconvention/HRK_Empfehlung_Forschungsdaten_13052014_EN.pdf
http://www.dfg.de/download/pdf/foerderung/antragstellung/forschungsdaten/guidelines_research_data.pdf
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Research Data Management Initiative
at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

• 2012: foundation of the initiative though Computer and 
Media Service, Research Service Centre, University 
Library and Vice President for Research

• 2013: survey among researchers of HU regarding their 
research data handling and desired support1

• 2014: 17 face-to-face semi-structured interviews2

• 2014: adoption of a research data management policy3

as well as supplementing guidelines4

• Since January 2015 training courses
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Key results of survey and interviews

„A central backup service and storage space for research 
data is required.“ [2, p. 30] (Ø 20-50 GB)

„A legal clarification of fundamental issues is […] absolutely 
essential.“ [2, p. 30] ( Advice)

Services are necessary to „integrate data with metadata, 
so that they are more discoverable and accessible” [2, p. 20] 

( Advice)
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Services of the initiative

• Advice on handling of research data

• Communicating with and transfer to internal and 
external services

• Support for data management planning

• Workshops on research data management

• Information events within teaching for PhDs and 
students

• Information material

• Legal advice regarding research data in cooperation with 
experts
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Policy3 Guidelines4

Principles
of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
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• Storage/Back-up
• Processing according to 

discipline-specific standards
• Documentation of the 

complete research lifecycle 
including tools and 
procedures used

• Long-term preservation (at 
least 10 years) in an 
appropriate data archive/ 
repository

• Access to data in a timely 
manner, especially combined 
with publication – depending 
on data protection and 
copyright

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
Research Data Management Policy3
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Technical tools and services at HU Berlin
for research data management
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Target groups



10
Research traditions and emerging expectations: PhD students and their research data management
K. Helbig | ETD 2016 „Data and Dissertations“ | Session: Uptake and awareness | 12.07.2016

Online survey among doctoral candidates

0%

20%

40%

60%
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Use of digital research data
(N=187)

Archiving concept (N=134) Provide public access (N=134)

Yes No

Source: Research data management of doctoral candidates at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin; own calculation
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Training

• Discipline-specific workshops
e.g. Workshop “Research Data Know-How for 
Geographers”5

• Topical workshops
e.g. Workshop "Data management plans for EU, DFG 
and BMBF"

• Audience-specific workshops
e.g. Workshop “Research data management for PhDs”

• Outreach and information sessions
e.g. “Research data management for librarians”

We also offer workshops for small groups on demand
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Workshop „Research Data Management”

• Audience-specific workshop for PhDs

• Aspects of good scientific practice with regard to research 
data

• Introductory training (120 minutes)

• Group work

• Workshop is offered in English
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Workshop agenda

• What is research data?

• Why research data management?

• How does good research data management look like?

In the groups:

• Brainstorming about own data management

• How to describe data and what needs to be kept in mind 
for storage/archiving?

• Which repositories/data archives are relevant and how to 
find and use them?
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Answers made by doctoral candidates
during group session

Source: Word cloud of answers made by doctoral candidates during the group session; own calculation
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Specifics of PhD research data management

• Time pressure

• Funder requirements vs. discipline-specific expectations

• Publication pressure 

• Missing credit

• Diverse knowledge base (depending on discipline)

• Unclear legal grounds

• Practical help and support

• Easy to use and straightforward tools
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Recommendations for other higher education 
institutions

 Cooperate with strategic partners 

 Offer technical solutions

 Include research data into electronic thesis consultation

 Start training as early as possible

 Continuously offer advice and information material

 Try to respond to discipline-specific needs

 Raise awareness

 Offer consultation for conflict situations

 Advocate recognition of a transparent research process 

 Create guidelines and standards
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New in 2016

• Workshop „Data Management Plans“ for PhDs

• Topical workshop, practice-oriented

• Structure of data management plans

• Varying funder requirements

• Practical work with DMPonline tool
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Further activities

• German video tutorials

• Cooperation projects with researchers
(third-party funding)

• Project eDissPlus
(see presentation and paper by Niels Fromm)



19
Research traditions and emerging expectations: PhD students and their research data management
K. Helbig | ETD 2016 „Data and Dissertations“ | Session: Uptake and awareness | 12.07.2016

Thank you very much for your interest!

Kerstin Helbig, research data management coordinator
kerstin.helbig@cms.hu-berlin.de

Further information about research 
data management as well as our
workshops and training:
https://hu.berlin/dataman

Follow us on Twitter @DatawomenHUB

mailto:kerstin.helbig@cms.hu-berlin.de
https://u.hu-berlin.de/dataman
https://twitter.com/DatawomenHUB
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