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Methodology - Data Collecon
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Goals

· The goals of this research study is to evaluate the ETDs provided by the RCSS Library for its PhD 

students. The researcher hypothecally assume that the greater the users’ sasfacon towards 

ETDs, the more likely they will intend to connue using it. It will eventually help to improve their

data skills. When the students are highly sas#ed with the ETD technologies, their research 

output become more producve. Once they are familiar with the ETD technologies they tend to 

become crical thinkers in their own research study and will be able to produce more frui8ul 

scholarly piece to the academic community.
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Goals

· The goals of this research study is to evaluate the ETDs provided by the RCSS Library for its PhD 

students. The researcher hypothecally assume that the greater the users’ sasfacon towards 

ETDs, the more likely they will intend to connue using it. It will eventually help to improve their

data skills. When the students are highly sas#ed with the ETD technologies, their research 

output become more producve. Once they are familiar with the ETD technologies they tend to 

become crical thinkers in their own research study and will be able to produce more frui8ul 

scholarly piece to the academic community.

An Evaluation of the Use of ETDs by the PhD Students in Library of 
Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS), Sri Lanka
Introduction

ETDs have changed traditional scenario of academic library settings. It has modified studying in education and research, but in spite of its great potential, ETDs have however to beat traditional paper based theses environment in the market. Universities, Research and Educational Institutes, Academic Libraries etc. must respond to growing presence of ETDs and ensure that users remain aware of ETD services offered by the organizations. Although, there are limitations to ETD’s implementation, its application in academic sector is likely to grow over time. It is evident that ETDs can play a significant role in repositories and it may lead to a result-oriented approach by way of improving data skills of research scholars. It is, therefore, extremely important to provide accurate data sets to fulfill the information gap and at the same time supporting to accomplish their novel research by providing required ETDs in time.

Problem Statement

ETD is a collaborative effort of universities/organizations to promote creating, archiving, distributing and accessing metadata.  With the emergence of new information technologies a significant amount of ETD repositories became available all over the world. Research from various perspectives is going on to evaluate them. Though ETDs are playing major role in institutional repositories in academic sector, there is still a gap of awareness and accessing relevant PhD thesis for student’s research purposes.  This study is focused to evaluate PhD students’ awareness, frequency and expectations of ETD repository at RCSS library and to eliminate those gaps, if any, to facilitate in providing effective ETDs to research scholars.  

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of present research is to discover the usage of ETDs by PhD students’ who visit the RCSS library. In this research survey, researcher will examine motivational factors that influence use of the ETDs.  It will also give an overview to the most frequently used ETDs in RCSS library repository.  Such periodical evaluation will help the organization in ensuring the standard, performance, reliability, appearance, commitment to delivery time of the required information.
Methodology - Data Collection

For this research study, questionnaire will be distributed among the PhD students who have registered in the RCSS library in 2014-2015. Participants will be selected through open invitation and prior consent will be taken on individual basis before sending the questionnaire. The purpose of this procedure is to evaluate as to what extent PhD students utilize the ETDs offered by the RCSS. 

Goals

The objective of this research study is to evaluate the satisfaction level of PhD students’ who are using ETDs provided by the RCSS Library. This evaluation not only inspires more energetic ETD development environment which ultimately leads to an effective way of universal access but also endeavors for the systematic development of ETDs. Once PhD students’ are familiar with the ETD technologies they tend to become critical thinkers of their own research study and will be able to produce more fruitful scholarly piece.
